Contraband: the hidden risk.
In a 28-month retrospective study of contraband possession in an inpatient psychiatric setting, 54 incidents of contraband confiscation were identified. Incidents were analyzed according to day and shift of occurrence, nature of contraband, patient diagnoses and characteristics, and patient outcome of contraband possession. Study findings stress the importance of clearly stated contraband policies and procedures, especially in light of patient and staff rights and responsibilities.